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CPRS K N O C K E D O U T IN SE N A T E 

THIS week saw an enormous amount of 

discussion in Canberra surrounding the 

amended Carbon Pollution Reduction 

Scheme (CPRS). 

Members will be aware that, following a 

leadership spill in the Liberal Party, 

under Tony Abbott!"# leadership the 

Opposition subsequently voted down the 

Bill in the Senate. With the double 

dissolution trigger in doubt, the 

Government has committed to 

reintroducing the CPRS legislation in 

March 2010, maintaining all amendments 

relating to agriculture. 

This means that the agriculture 

amendments supported by NFF will have 

the support of any future emissions 

trading scheme introduced by the Rudd 

Government. While the NFF retains 

concerns about the ability for the farm 

sector to cope with the indirect costs 

incurred from the CPRS, this 

commitment by the Government, at least, 

provides some level of comfort. 

Meanwhile, the Coalition has stated that 

it will not go to the next election with an 

emissions trading scheme or a carbon tax 

in its policy platform. However, it 

remains committed to the targets already 

agreed. 

The NFF will look to engage with the 

new Opposition leader to seek clarity on 

what this alternative policy might look 

like for Australian farmers. 

For the immediate future, our focus now 

turns to Copenhagen and the flawed 

international accounting rules. NF F 
Contact: Charlie McElhone. 

N F F B O UND F O R C OPE N H A G E N 

NFF President David Crombie is 

leading an Australian agricultural 

delegation to Copenhagen for the Kyoto 

Protocol negotiations over 6-13 

December. 

The Copenhagen conference has been a 

focal point of the international climate 

change discussions for the past two 

years and the NFF will be ensuring that 

the currently flawed Kyoto carbon 

accounting rules relating to agriculture 

are high on the agenda of issues to be 

resolved. 

Specifically, the NFF will push for: 

! Correcting the current flawed and 

simplistic representation under the 

Kyoto protocol of agriculture as a 

major greenhouse polluter, without 

acknowledging the sequestration 

undertaken by the sector. The NFF 

argues that failure to properly 

$%%&'()#*&+#$,+-%'.)'+/!"#*'..#%0%./#is 

not only misleading, but also places 

increasing strain on global food 

security; 

! Excluding emissions due to natural 

disturbances (i.e. droughts and 

bushfires) in the national 

greenhouse gas accounts, thereby 

ensuring that farmers are not held 

accountable under the international 

carbon rules for things that they 

cannot control; and 

! Promoting the establishment of an 

international agreement on 

agriculture that takes into 

consideration the special 

characteristics and needs of 

agriculture, including global food 

security, the physical limits to how 

far emissions can be reduced, the 

importance of international trade 

(and risk of leakage) for agricultural 

goods, the much larger scientific 

uncertainties in estimating 

agricultural emissions and 

predicting the effects of changing 

practices. 

The NFF has consistently stressed 

concerns over the international carbon 

accounting rules and how they fail to 

appropriately recognise the positive 

carbon management practices 

undertaken by farmers. 

Mr Crombie and NFF Manager 1 

Economics and trade Charlie McElhone 

will be working closely with the 

Australian Government negotiating team 

in Copenhagen to correct this situation. 

While the domestic carbon mitigation 

debate has reached a hiatus following 

)2-"#3//4!"#amended CPRS Bill!" failure 

to pass through the Senate, the policy 

debate continues and the NFF is 

maintaining its advocacy to ensure 

farmers are internationally recognised 

for the positive role they play. NF F 
Contact: Charlie McElhone. 

N F F O N W A T E R T O UR 

NEXT week NFF CEO Ben Fargher and 

Manager 1 Natural Resource 

Management Deb Kerr will undertake a 

tour through Victoria and SA canvassing 

the views of irrigators on the Australian 

5&6/+(7/()!"# 8'++$0-Darling Basin 

Plan. 

The NFF is keen to hea+# -++-,$)&+"!#

concerns on national water policy, the 

water reform agenda, implementation 

on-the-ground and any other issues 

irrigators wish to raise. 

The NFF schedule includes: 

! December 7: Riverland, Waikerie, 

Renmark and Mildura; 

! December 8: Nyah and Bamawm; 

and 

! December 9: Echuca. 

For more information on venues, contact 

Deb Kerr. 

CSIR O N O R T H E RN A UST R A L I A 
Y I E L DS A UDI T 

THE NFF recently attended a briefing in 

Canberra on the Sustainable Yields 

Audit for Northern Australia. 

One of the key take home messages is 

that there are some water challenges but 

also opportunities to further develop 

irrigated agriculture. 

However, any expectations that 

development can match that in the 

Murray-Darling Basin are not justified. 

The CSIRO indicated that doubling, 

tripling or quadrupling the existing (very 

low) level of development in northern 

Australia would not be a problem. 

Further information from the Audit is 

available on the CSIRO website: 

http://www.csiro.au/partnerships/NASY.

html. NF F Contact: Deb Kerr. 
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