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NLIS (Sheep and Goats) system 

NLIS is Australia’s system for livestock identification and 
traceability – for food safety, biosecurity, product integrity 
and market access purposes.  
 
From July 2010, sheep and goat producers must ensure 
that livestock movements between properties are recorded 
on the database.  
 
NVD / Waybill forms 

When one or more sheep or goats move to a property with 
a different Property Identification Code (PIC), State law 
requires a travel document to accompany them, usually a 
National Vendor Declaration (NVD) or Waybill – see page 2 
for more information about LPA NVD/Waybills. 
 
Tags and traceability 

Animals are identified with an NLIS ear tag before leaving 
their property of birth. The NLIS logo and PIC (Brand) are 
printed on the tag and the number is read visually. (In WA, 
bought-in sheep must also be identified by a pink post-
breeder ear tag before being sold.) 
 
Tags should remain with the animal for life but if lost, replace 
them with an NLIS breeder or pink post-breeder ear tag. Some 
tags contain RFID chips, but unlike the cattle system, it is not 
mandatory to scan individual animals. Producers who use 
RFID tags to identify sheep or goats may record the tag 
numbers on the database on a voluntary basis. 
 
As sheep and goats move along the supply chain, producers, 
feedlots, saleyards, exporters and abattoirs use the 
NVD/Waybill details to record the movement on the database – 
species, number of animals in the mob, PICs they came from 
and went to, movement date and NVD number. An image of 
the NVD can be stored on the database for easy access. 
 
Each PIC a mob resides on is stored on the database to 
establish a history of the mob’s residency, and the animals the 
mob came into contact with. This helps State authorities to 
trace animals to manage a disease outbreak or chemical 
residue incident and ensure food safety. 
 
Who records the movement? 

From July 2010 you must record movements of animals 
between properties with different PICs. This includes 
movements to agistment properties, regardless of who owns or 
leases those properties. 
 
Owners don’t need to record a mob-based movement on the 
database if they buy or sell sheep or goats through a saleyard, 
send them direct to an abattoir, feedlot or export depot, or 
exhibit them at a show, as it will be done for them. 
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Notify the database of livestock movements 

If you have a database account, do not open a new one.   

1.  Go to the database at www.nlis.mla com.au 

2.  Login to the database with your user ID and password. 

3.  Tick    the livestock types you produce.  

4.  Select the livestock type for this transaction. 

5.  Select what you want to do today    

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: If you don’t have an account, to open one, you need a 
valid e-mail address and access to a computer. 

1.  Go to the database at www.nlis.mla com.au 

2.  Click  

3.  Complete the account details form online. 

4.  Tick    at the bottom if you agree to the Terms of Use. 

5.  Click                         to submit your application. 
 

A user ID and password is usually issued within 7 days. 

 Go 

 Create a new account 

 Continue 
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NLIS State/Territory contacts 

 
Contact your local authority to enquire about obtaining a 
Property Identification Code (PIC), ordering devices or 
tagging exemptions for dairy goats. 
 
Australian Capital Territory 
Department of Territory and Municipal Services 
Senior Veterinary Officer 

(02) 6207 2357 
Will.Andrew@act.gov.au 
 
New South Wales 
Industry & Investment NSW – Primary Industries 

Sheep & Wool Officers: 

Megan Rogers    (02) 6850 2924 
Edward Joshua   (02) 6881 1275 
Geoff Cashburn  (02) 6938 1630 

www.industry.nsw.gov.au 
www.lhpa.org.au/contact  
 
Northern Territory 
Department of Resources 
Animal Health, Biosecurity and Product Integrity 

Alice Springs: (08) 8951 8125 
Darwin: (08) 8999 2031 
Katherine: (08) 8973 9754 
Tennant Creek: (08) 8962 5490    

ntnlis@nt.gov.au      www.nt.gov.au 
 
Queensland 
Department of Employment, Economic Development and 
Innovation – Biosecurity Queensland 

Business Information Centre: 13 25 23 
NLIS_admin@deedi.qld.gov.au 
www.deedi.qld.gov.au 
 
South Australia 
Primary Industries & Resources of South Australia – 
Biosecurity 

NLIS Hotline: 1800 654 688 
pirsanlisdatabasenotifications@sa.gov.au  
www.pir.sa.gov.au 
 
Tasmania 
Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water & Environment 
Food Quality and Safety 

1300 368 550 
john.cameron@dpipwe.tas.gov.au 
www.dpipwe.tas.gov.au 
 
Victoria 
Department of Primary Industries 
Biosecurity Victoria, Animal Standards Branch 

1800 678 779 
nlis.victoria@dpi.vic.gov.au 
www.dpi.vic.gov.au  
 
Western Australia 
Department of Agriculture and Food – Animal Biosecurity 

Roy Butler     (08) 9081 3110   roy.butler@agric.wa.gov.au 
Brands office (08) 9780 6207   brands@agric.wa.gov.au 

www.agric.wa.gov.au 

NLIS Helpdesk  1800 654 743  (Option 1)

 
The helpdesk operates 8am to 6pm Mon-Fri (Sydney time). 
 
www.nlis.mla.com.au    nlis.support@mla.com.au  
 
Click                           

Select livestock type 

Click a link to view a document. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

LPA NVD/Waybill books for Sheep and Lambs or Goats 
are issued to individual producers with a current PIC. To 
obtain the books, you must register with the LPA database. 
 
www.mla.com.au/lpa     lpa@mla.com.au 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Help tools 

LPA Hotline  1800 683 111  (Option 1)


